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AMENDMENT Technology Center 2600 



Sir: 



In response to the Office Action mailed July 30, 2002 please amend the above-identified 
application as follows: 
In the Claims 



Please amend claims 21, 22, 25, 27, 30, 32, 36, 37 and 40 to read as follows: 




A method of operating a network bridge having a first plurality of ports through which 
irk communications pass to and from the bridge, the method comprising: 



assigning a group identifier to each port of the first plurality of ports, wherein all ports 
with a same assigned group identifier are in a same group; 

receiving a communication on a first port of the bridge; and 

if the first port is one of the first plurality of ports and the communication is a multicast 
packet having a multicast destination address, sending the communication out of the bridge on 
all other ports of the first plui ality of ports having the same assigned group identifier as the furst 
port. 




